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ComPlete SynoPsis

-THE STREE'l' OF THE FLYING DRAGON-

The story te~ls ho.. Tai Leung, idol carver and-dreamer,
. .c

sought ~d found the princess o~ his dreams; and haw, after .toil and

sorrow and death, they found Peace am happiness in shadoJFY, perfumed

iream gardens. beyond the rim of the slmset. where~dream gardens have

".Jeen known to exist since time iDlnemorial.

Tal Le\mg, dreamer and carver of dainty little 1IIas

little shop in

~1dOW1 1IIl11es and aJ; qs beckoning. Her face is elusive ­

ember it~ and so the face on the othe%W'i8o exquisite1¥

arved image is left blank..

But one day Ko Ai, the miserable litt~e slavey who washos

and wa1ts <>n oustomers at the dingy little restaurant, -The

Colden Lotus.,· passes by on an errand for her fat. master" Chong Woo;

at a glance Tal Lelmg knows he has found the prinoess hi has long

A Charming friendship develoPe. whioh soon turn)' to love; and
." .

Leung sees that there 1s but one thing to do--earn mx>ugh money.
his Wife from Chong \100. !Co Ai, iuiif starved and. mie-:-

able, is radiantly happy wh she learns of Tal Leung's love and his

.ination to "eke her aJRay from the hateful -Golden Lotus.· Under

L"t'.iEfta 1JJ:tlumoe of har new love, her beauty oOJlDllEmQes gradually to re-
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Vlith one end in view, Ta.i~Leung labors diligently day in a.1"Ic..

day out, a song on his lips, patiently 'working towq.rd the day .when...
little Ko Ai will be his. For Tai Letmg i8 poor and Chong \100, with.
true Oriental aunn~ng, haa asked a large sun for his little s'lavey.

Li, a wealthy old merohant has seen Ko Ai, and ooveted her; and he

goes to Chong Woo with many more gold pieoes that Tai Lemg oan ever

. hoPe to Possess, and offers them in exchange for Xo Ai. So one bright

morning, when Tai l1eung hurries to Chong Woo with hia oarefUlly hoard-.

ed savings, he finds, to his d1amB¥, tha1t he haa been outbid, and t,__... ~

Ko Ai 1s to go B1Nay to Ll' a house tho next day.

'1'8.1 Leung turns•

••al1ilh to h1. 11 11iut ,

under the Chinese law, i8 permitted. The execution 1s to take pJ,ace

in five daya of unlimit,jd riches and a ransomed dream prinoess, and

then death; rather than an empty :ruture, illed with gnawing regret?

Accordingly, the d eoiaion made, he hurries to Ymg Foo!s oell, and

g1a.dly arranges to die in tpe P1:rate!s ste(ld five d8¥s from then. In

payment, Yung Foo gives him the keys to his. treasure h01ilSe, a seoret

oa.ve in, the mountainside, bidding him draw freely of the riches stored

there during the last five days of his life.

In less than no time Tai Lemg stands within the glittering

treasure cave, piled ..higb with ra;re ailks and anoient poroelains and

ooffers overflowing with gold and precious gems. selecting as moob

reasure as he can oarry, he steals back, in the dead of night, to his

lttle shop, and the next morning overwhe1Lls the greedy proprietor. of'

Golden Lotus- with a shower of gold whioh Ko Ai to him ~orever.
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evil~emelling kitohens'with its greas1 Pots and pans he
•

takes the little slavey; to his shoP, where he dee:ks her out in Boft

sil-ks and gleami~ jewels and fills her hair With blossoms. fragrant

and tender" as befits a dream prinoess. So, for five da¥a surmomded

by luxury of every description, Ko Ai is waited upon by the adoring

Tai Leung, and the room behind the litt le shop echoes the soft straine

of the sandsen, mfngled with low, gentle laughter.'

But like the terrible sword of Damooles, there hangs Oyer'

Tal Letmg the sense of impending doom, and, as the hotJr grows nearer,

he is beside himself with grief at the thoUght of separation -r
~

lovely Xo Ai. The stare are s~ill Shining OV

1"1 ves at the prison, he 1s told that he 1s tree. YUDg 1'00 has

of the cholera during the night, and the C1ebt of honor is discharged.

It is hard to realize the full import of this glorioUs message at

first. All Yung Foo's wealth and a dream princess upon om to lavish

itl Tal Leung hastens back to the shop, his heart leaping in joyous

exultation, What wonderful newsl Now they can live happily ever

after, like prince and princess of "storybook fame. They can visit

the smi ling meadowlands and they can visti the smiling meado\ilands

and gardens in the oountry; they c1an feel the oold, orisp tang of the

sea. air on their faces: they can leace the hated street of the Flying

Dragon, with its squalor and darkness and noise. Ta1 Leung bursts in­

to the little shop With a g1.ad ory--then stops abruptly; the haPPY

getting dying on his lips. On the~ comh before the little baloony

overlooking the dailn-llt hills lies the fairy princessm orumpled and

lifeless-from a nearby ihoense burner ourls a thick ribbon of poison-;-
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fore the po,ieoned inoense had time to tak complete effeot.

And so, as the sun oreeps along the ridge-pole of the lit":,,

tle shop~ Tai Turns with his prinoess and goes in, his eyes alight

with the vision of happiness that is no to be his--with nothing to, ,

int-erfer e, nothing ;0 do but play the devoted lover' to the princess

of his dreams.

-
aloui in the agony of his grief, but then, as the rays of -the Slm

steal aJ.ong the inert figure of Ko Ai, her eyelids flutter, and as

the sun re~eB her face she opens her eyes slOWly and loo~ into

Ta1 Lemg t s radiant, eager face. -Is this then, death, 'IIlii prl~).l~·
;;, '-:.~"'Yn~

she falters.

-~

OUB incense. Evidently. she ha.s·· gone to join her prlnde. The dis-

tracted idol carver rushes forward, knooking over the inoense burner,

and~ pioking up his prinoess oarries her out into the air.'

Has the good news come too late, after all? Can it be that

the gods, looking unfavorably upon the man to whom too nooh happine33

has oome, have taken aWa:j hie prinoess in payment? Tal Leung oriea

f
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